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BEE 

They that are bee-maflers , and have not care enough of 
them, muft not expert to reap any confiderable advantage by 
them. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

BEECH, n. f [bece, or boc, Saxon. ] 

This tree hath leaves fomewhat refembling thofe of the horn- 
beam ; the male flowers grow together in a round bunch, at 
remote diftances from the fruit, which confifts of two triangu- 
lar nuts, inclofed in a rough hairy rind, divided into four parts. 
There is but one fpecies of this tree at prefent known, except 
two varieties, with ftriped leaves. It will grow to a confide- 
rable ftature, though the foil be flony and barren ; as alfo, up- 
on the declivities of mountains. The {hade of this tree is very 
injurious to moft forts of plants, which grow near it ; but is 
generally believed to be very falubrious to human bodies. The 
timber is of great ufe to turners and joiners. The mail is very 
good to fatten fwine and deer ; and affords a fweet oil, and has 
fupported fome families with bread. Millar. 

Black was the foreft, thick with beech it flood. Dryden. 

Nor is that fprightly wildnefs in their notes, 

Which, clear and vigorous, warbles from the beech. 

Thomfon s Spring. 

Be'echen. adj. [bucene. Sax.] Confiftingof the wood of the 
beech ; belonging to the beech. 

With diligence he’ll ferve us when we dine. 

And in plain beechen veflels fill our wine. Dryden’ s Juv. 

BEEF. n.f. [baeuf, French.] 

1. The flefh of black cattle prepared for food. 

What fay you to a piece of beef and muftard ? 

Shakefp. Taming of the Shreiv. 
The fat of roafted beef falling on the birds, will bafte them. 

Sivift. 

2. An ox, bull, or cow, confidered as fit for food. In this 
fenfe it has the plural beeves ; the Angular is feldom found. 

A pound of man’s flefh 
Is not fo eftimable or profitable, 

As flefh of muttons, beeves , or goats. Shakefp. M. of Ven. 

Alcinous flew twelve fheep, eight white-tooth’d fwine. 
Two crook-haunch’d beeves. Chapman’s Odyffey. 

There was not any captain, but had credit for more visuals 
than we fpent there ; and yet they had of me fifty beeves among 
them. 57 r Walter Raleigh’s Apology. 

On hides of beeves , before the palace gate, 

Sad fpoils of luxury ! the fuitors fate. Pope’s Odyffey. 

Beef. adj. [from the fubftantive.] Confuting of the flefh of 
black cattle. 

If you are employed in marketing, do not accept of a treat 
of a beef flake, and a pot of ale, from the butcher. Swift. 

Beef-eater, n.f [from beef and eat, becaufe the commons is 
beef when on waiting.] A yeoman of the guard. 

Be'emol. n.f This word I have found only in the example, 
and know nothing of the etymology, unlefs it be a corruption 
of bymodule, from by and modulus , a note ; that is, a note out of 
the regular order. 

There be intervenient in the rife of eight, in tones, two bee - 
mots, or half notes ; fo as, if you divide the tones equally, the 
eight is but feven whole and equal notes. Bacon’s Nat. Hifl. 

Been, [beon, Saxon.] The participle preterite of To Be 3 which 
fee. 

Beer, n.f [bir, Welch.] Liquour made of malt and hops. It 
is diflinguifhed from ale, either by being older or fmaller. 
Here’s a pot of good double beer, neighbour ; drink. 

Shakefp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

It were good to try clarifying with almonds in new beer. 

Bacon’s Natural Hiflory, N° 768. 

Flow, Welfled ! flow, like thine infpirer, beer \ 

Tho’ ft ale, not ripe; tho’ thin, yet never clear; 

So fweetly mawkifh, and fo fmoothly dull ; 

Heady, not ftrong ; and foaming, tho’ not full. 

Be'estings. See Biestings. 

Beet, n.f [beta, Lat.] The name of a plant. 

It hath a thick, fleftiy root ; the flowers have no vifible 
leaves, but many ftamina, or threads, colledled into a globe ; 
the cup of the flower is divided into five fegments; the feeds 
are covered with an hard outer coat, and grow two or three 
together in a bunch. The fpecies are ; 1 . The common white 
beet. 2 . The common green beet. 3. The common red 
beet. 4. The turnep-rooted red beet. 5. The great red beet . 
6. The yellow beet. 7. The Swifs or Chard beet. The two 
firft mentioned are preferved in gardens, for the ufe of their 
leaves in pot herbs. The other forts are propagated for their 
roots, which are boiled as parfneps. The red beet is moft com- 
monly cultivated and ufed in garnifhing difties. The Swifs 
beet is by fome much efteemed. Millar. 

BE'ETLE. n. f [bytel, Saxon.] 

1 . An infe£t diflinguifhed by having hard cafes 01 fheaths, under 

which he folds his wings. _ 

They are as fhards, and he their beetle, oh. Ant. and deep. 

The poor beetle, that we tread upon, 

In corporal fufPrance finds a pang as great, 

As when a giant dies. Shakefp. Meafure for Meafure. 

Others come in place, fharp of fight, and too provident for 
that which concerned their own intereft; but as blind as 


Pope . 



BEf 

beetles in forefeeing this great and common danger. 

Knolles’s Hiflory of the Turks 
A grott there was with hoary mofs o’ergrown. 

The clafping ivies up the ruins creep, 

And there the bat and drowfy beetle fleep. GartJ 

'I he butterflies and beetles are filch numerous tribes, that I 
believe, in our own native country alone, the fpecies of each 
kind may amount to one hundred and fifty, or more. 

2. A heavy mallet, or wooden hammer, with which wedges are 
driven. & s 

If I do, fillip me with a three-man beetle. Shakefp. HenrylV 
When, by the help of wedges and beetles , an image is cleft 
out of the trunk of fome well groWn tree ; yet, after all the 
fkill of artificers to fet forth fuch a divine block, it cannot 
one moment, fecure itfelf from being eaten by worms, or de- 
filed by birds, or cut in pieces by axes. Stillirgfieet ; 

To Beetle, v.n. [from the noun.] To jut out; to han<r 


over. 


What if it tempt you tow’rd the flood, my lord ? 

Or to the dreadful fummit of the cliff. 

That beetles o’er his bafe into the fea. Shakefpi Hamlet. 

Or where the hawk. 

High in the beetling cliff, his airy builds. Thomfon’s Sprint, 

Beetlebro'wed. adj. [from beetle and brow.] Having Dr o* 
minent brows. & 

Beetlehe'aded. adj. [from beetle and head.] Loggerheaded 5 
wooden headed ; having a head ftupid, like the head of a wooden 
beetle. 

A whorefon, beetleheaded , flap-ear’d knave. 

Shakefp Taming of the Shrew : 

Be'etlestock. n.f. [from beetle and flock.] The handle of a 
beetle. 

T o crouch, to pleafe, to be a beetlejlock 
Of thy great mafter. Shakefpeare. 

Be'etrave. ? See Beet. 

Be'et radish. ) 

Beeves, n.f. [The plural of beef] Black cattle; oxen. 

One way, a band feledl from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kine. 

From a fat meadow ground. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b xi. 
Others make good the paucity of their breed with the length 
and duration of their days ; whereof there want not examples 
in animals uniparous : firft, in biftrlcous or cloven-hoofed, as 
camels and beeves ; whereof there is above a million annually 
flain in England. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. vi. c. 6. 

Beeves, at his touch, at once to jelly turn, 

And the huge boar is fhrunk into an urn. Pope’s Dunciad. 

To Befa'll. v.n. [from fall. It befell, it bath befallen.] 

1. To happen to : ufed generally of ill. 

Let me know 

The worft that may befall me in this cafe. 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night’s Dream, 
Other doubt pofleffes me, left harm 
Befall thee, fever’d from me. Milton’s Parad Lojl, b. ix. 
This venerable perfon, who probably heard our Saviour’s 
prophecy of the deftru&ion of Jerufalem, drew his congrega- 
tion out of thofe unparalleled calamities, which befell his-coun- 
trymen. Acldifon on the Chrijlian Religion. 

This difgrace has befallen them, not becaufe they deferved it,, 
but becaufe the people love new faces. AddiJ'on’s Freeholder . 

2 . To happen to, as good. 

Bion alked an envious man, that was very fad, what harm 
had befallen unto him, or what good had befallen unto another 
man ? Bacon s Apophthegms. 

No man can certainly conclude God’s love or hatred to any 
perfon, from what befalls him in this world. Tillotfon . 

3. To happen ; to come to pafs. 

But fince th’ affairs of men are ftill uncertain. 

Let’s reafon with the worft that may befall. Sbak. J. Cafar . 

I have reveal’d 

This difeord which befell, and was in heav’n 

Among th’ angelick pow’rs. Milton’s Parad. Lof, b. vi. 

4. It is ufed fometimes with to before the perfon to whom any 
thing happens. 

Some great mifehief hath befall’n 
To that meek man. Milton s Paradife Lof , b. xi. 

5. To befall of. To become of ; to be the ftate or condition of; 

a phrafe little ufed. 

Do me the favour to dilate at full. 

What hath befall’ n of them, and thee, till now. 

Shakefpeare’ s Comedy of Err ours. 

To Befi't. v. a. [from be and fit. ] To fuit; to be fuitable to ; 
to become. 

Blind is his love, and beft befits the dark. 

Shakefp. Romeo and JulieU 

Out of my fight, thou ferpent ! — That name beft 
Befits thee, with him leagu’d ; thyfelf as falfe. Parad. Lojt . 

I will bring you where {he fits, 

Chd in fplendour, as befits 
Her deity. 

Thou, what befits the new lord mayor. 

Art anxioufly inquifitive to know. 


MUton. 


Dryden. 

To 
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To Befo'ol. v. a. [from be and fool] .To infatuate ; to fool ; 
to deprive of underftanding ; to lead into errour. 

Men befool themfelves infinitely, when, by venting a few 
fishs they will needs perfuade themfelves that they have re- 
& ted ; South. 

Jeroboam thought policy the beft piety, though in nothing 
more befooled ; the nature of fin being not only to defile, but 
to infatuate. South. 

Befo're. prep, [bipopan, Sax.] 

1. Farther onward in place. 

Their common pradlice was to look no further before them 
than the next line; whence it will follow; that they can drive 
to no certain point. Dryden, 

2 . In the front of ; not behind. 

Who {hall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire: 

By day a cloud; by night a pillar of fire, 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while th’ obdurate king purfues. Par. Lof , 

3. In the prefence of ; noting authority or conqueft. 

Great queen of gathering clouds, 

See, we fall before thee ! 

Proftrate we adore thee ! Dryden’ s Albion. 

The Alps and Pyreneans fink before him. Addifon’s Cato. 

4. In the prefence of ; noting refpecl. 

We fee that bluftiing, and the calling down of the eyes 
both, are more when we come before many. j Bacon. 

They reprefent our poet betwixt a farmer and a courtier, 
when he dreft himfelf in his beft habit, to appear before his 
patron. Dryderis Virgil, Dedication . 

5. In fight of. 

Before the eyes of both our armies here, 


Let us not wrangle. 


Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 


6. Under the cognizance of; noting jurifdiclion. 

If a fuit be begun before an archdeacon, the ordinary may 
licenfe the fuit to an higher court. Ayliffe’s Paragon. 

7. In the power of ; noting the right of choice. 

Give us this evening ; thou haft morn and night. 

And all the year before thee, for delight. Dryden. 

He hath put us in the hands of our own counfel. Life and 
death, profperity and deftru&ion, are before us. Tillotfon. 

8* By the impulfe of fomething behind. 

Her part, poor foul ! feeming as burdened 
With leffer weight, but not with leffer woe, 

Was carried with more fpeed before the wind. Sh. Com. of Err. 

Hurried by fate, he cries, and born before 
A furious wind, we leave the faithful fliore. Dryden. 

9. Preceding in time. 

Particular advantages it has before all the books which have 
appeared before it in this kind. Dryden’ s Dufrefnoy. 

10. In preference to. 

We ftiould but prefume to determine which fhould be the 
fitted:, till we fee he hath chofen fome one, which one we may 
then boldly fay to be the fitteft, becaufe he hath taken it before 
tne reft. Hooker , b. iii. 

We think poverty to be infinitely defirable before the tor- 
ments of covetoufncfs. . Taylor’s Holy Living. 

11. Prior to ; neaiei to any tiling; as, the eldeft fon is before the 

younger in fucccflion. J 

12. Superiour to; as, he is before his competitors both in rwht 

and power. & 

Before, adv. 

1. Sooner than; earlier in time; 

Heav’nly born. 

Before the hills appear’d, or fountain flow’d. 

Thou with eternal wifdom didft converfe. Par. Lofi , b vii 
Before two months their orb with light adorn, 

If heav’n allow me life, I will return. Dryden' s Fables. 

2. In time pad. J 

Such a plenteous crop they bord 
Of pureft and well winnow’d grain. 

As Britain never knew before. 7 M 

3* In fome time lately paft. ^ 

• 1 ? al1 fomewha t which hath been before faid, touch- 

4 - fintref t £ - ^ ^ 

Before this elaborate treatife can become of ufe to my coun- 
try, two points are neceffafv. 3 c ^ 

5 * Lo this time; hitherto. W1 f • 

The peaceful cities of th’ Aufonian Ihore, 
i-ull d m their eafe, and undifturb’d before . 

Are all on fire. j •> , 

6. Already. Dryden s LEneid. 

Y ou tefl me, mother, what I knew before, 

7 . Farther^ !S"S” W ^ ** W 

T . . Thou’rt fo far before, 

lie livifteft wing of recompence is flow 
1 o overtake 
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Qiiotli Hudibras, I am beforehand 
In that already, with your command. . Hudibras 9 

Your foul has been beforehand zvitb your boc.y. 

And drunk fo deep a draught of promis’d blifs, 

She flumbers o’er the cup. Dryden s Don Scbajhan „ 

I have not room for many reflections ; the laft cited author 
has been beforehand ivith me, in its proper moral. Addifon , 

2. Previoufly ; by way of preparation, 01 preliminary . 

His profefiion is to deliver precepts neceffary to eloquent 
fpeech ; yet fo, that they which receive them, may be taught 
beforehand t he {kill of fpeaking. H°° hr, b. 1. 

It would be refilled by fuch as had beforehand refilled the ge- 
neral proofs of the gofpeJ. After bury. 

When the lawyers brought extravagant bills, Sir Roger uied 
to bargain beforehand, to cut oft a quarter of a yard in any 
part of the bill. Arbuthnot’s Hiflory of J. Bull. 

3. In a ftate of accumulation, or fo as that more has been receiv- 
ed than expended. 

Stranger’s houfe is at this time rich, and much beforehand ; 
for it hath laid up revenue thefe thirty-feven years- Bacoiu 

4. At firft ; before any thing is done. 

What is a man’s contending with infuperable difficulties, 
but the rolling of Sifyphus’s ftone up the hill, which is foon 
beforehand to return upon him again ? L’EJlrahge’s Fables : 

Befo'retime. adv. [from before and time.] Formerly; of old 


time. 


Beforetime in Ifrael, when a man went to enquire of God, 
thus he fpake. 1 Sam. ix. 9. 

To Befo'rtune. v. n. [from be and fortune.] To happen to; 
to betide. 

I give confent to go along with you ; 

Recking as little what betideth me. 

As much I wilh all good befortune you. 

Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona . 
To Befo'ul. v. a. [from ^and foul] To make foul ; to foil; 
to dirt. 

To Befri'end. v. a. [from be and friend.] To favour; to be 
kind to ; to countenance ; to {hew friendlhip to^ to benefit. 

If it will pleafe Caefar 
To be fo good to Caefar, as to hear me, 

I Ihall befeech him to befriend himfelf. Shakefp. j. Cafar . 

Now if your plots be ripe, you are befriended 
With opportunity. Denham’s Sophy » 

See them embarked, 

And tell me if the winds and feas befriend them. Addifoni 
Be thou the firft true merit to befriend ; 

His praife is loft, who flays till all commend. Pope : 

Brother-fervants muft always befriend one another. Swift „ 

To Befri'nge. v. a. [from be and fringe.] To decorate, as 
with fringes. 

When I flatter, let my dirty leases 
Cloath fpice, line trunks, or, flutt’ring in a rowe. 

Befringe the rails of Bedlam and Soho. p 0 p go 

To BEG. v. n. [beggeren, Germ.] To live upon alms; to live 
by afking relief of others. 

I cannot dig; to beg I am afhamed. Luke, xvi. ?„ 

To Beg. v. a. 9 a 

1. To alk ; to feek by petition. 

He went to Pilate, and begged the body. Matth. xxvii. c 9 . 
2 * an y for granted, without evidence or proof. 

We have not begged any principles or fuppofitions, for the 

K°°; of but takin g that common ground, which both 
Mofes and all antiquity prefent. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth „ 

To Beget, v a. I begot, or begat ; I have begotten, or begot. 
[bejercan, Saxon; to obtain. See To GET. ] 6 

1. To generate; to procreate ; to become the father of children. 

-but firft come the hours, which were begot 
In Jove’s fweet paradife, of day and night/ 

Which do the feafons of the year allot. Spenfer’s EpithaL 
, 1 ta lk of dreams, ' 

Which are the children of an idle brain, 

Wh!! WE°A thinS but va ' n phantafy. Shakefp. Romeo andjul. 

and ™ defolf ”* ^ *** 1 haV£ f 

’Twas he the noble Claudian race begat. DrydVs 'fendd 
Love IS begot by fancy, bred ° 

By ignorance, by expedition fed. GremvllU 

2. To produce, as effedls. monte. 

if to have done the thing you gave in charge. 

Beget you happmefs, be happy then j 

Is it a time for ftory, when each minute 
Begets a thoufand dangers ? r% 7 , « , 

4 - It is fometimes ufed with on, or upon, before themother. ^ 

Begot upon 


fh? ,R n ,AN f^’ [from before and hand.'] Shale fP“>r'- His mother Martha by his' fetherjohn. c. - . 

' the ;"XS tiCipati0n ’ ” pre ° CCU P ation * lometimes with the faSr.‘ ^ ^ ^ He Plates, orC^ i 
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